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My talk with Pidel Castro and. ROS Ταῖς aight 
punctually at Roa's apartment . at. 8:30 . 
together until: 2 ame sae 
" fg SARA EE APSO oe i 
“Castro. expressed ‘unhappiness - “about aay Te seeing 
annoyance at Jules Dubois story. “He ° Pronised to see. me here: 
after with ‘uaximum SB, hour r delay. Ξ : i 
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1. ” General: sympathy ‘with ‘Gbjectives 

similarity vith many, of our own aims and ΠΣ ΘΌΡΗ 


2. Correctness and ‘jeraightforwardness. ‘vs ‘Government relations 
with GOC and our deep resentment at. insinuations from’ Cuban Q 
official | sources to contrary effect; ἘΠ τος το το τοι Be = 

. struggle “against. Anternational communist, ‘its Appl 
‘tions sand our conceén at GOC failure to see these Anpl Lica 
« πον ᾿περεισασάν .CHICOM situation}; ee a th 


“ρας ᾿᾿ἄδεΡ ‘eoncern ‘at: practically. ‘gontimious bese of, tu 
Aueriean statements from Cuban officials and ὅν 9 By 


of July 26 ovement, and our belief that. thi a | havin: 
ἡ profound (eFfect: ot on ‘American p Pub opinion; ee 
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5. Our concern at contrast between Cuban statements on 
Caribbean situation and actual developments; ; 


6. Our serious concern at treatment being given American \ 
tilit : Ἂς. 


Castro's first reaction to my statement was that I was 

unduly pessimistic about atate our relations. Evidently. . 

a good deal of what 1 had said was new to him or had been — 
forgotten or underestimated in importance. He rallied quickly, 
however, and proceeded to ἃ denunciation of certain “Americ an 
newspapers and press services. He said he was convinced that 
anti-Cuban campaign of influential organs would eventually ‘turn 
90 percent Sf American people aghinst Cuba. Ἵ dissented stating 
that I believed there was 8 pretty fair balance in American press 
re,Cuba and that, considering anti-American statements which — 
have characterized utterances of GOC leaders since January 1, 
harvest of unfriendly sentiment in US was rather less than 

would normally have been expected and that th 
profound desire of US for friendly relations with | ’ 
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Conversation after this jumped around a gfeat 
comprehensive rather than consecutive talker. ᾿ 
principal points made: ο. SS 


(1) Castro regrets some of his own statements against USG 
and tends challenge our logical interpretation thereof. 1 
believe that some progress ‘has been made in his thinking on - 
this subject. we τς ΝΕ ΠΝ " 


τὰ 
ἜΡΙΝ 


(2) Castro has been to some extent unaware of anti-American 
activities of July 26 Mamenent press and has not Sarai fore - 


endeavored to exercise any pafticular ‘influence ἔπεα: 


hopeful“ that ty vigorous statement on this subjeée ae 
goue result but only time can tell. ne SE τς 
admires Americans especially. tourists 
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(3) Castro is wholly absorbed in details of agrarian reform 

and of military activities here. He confessed he did not 
function as "Prime Minister" but rather δα expediter of certain | 
projects in which he haa particular interest. He stated he 
intends cut down sharply on public appearance and concentrate 
more and more on actual work. He is jus€ beginning have concept 
basic economics and cited per capita cost creating new jobs. 
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(4) As consequence of (3), Castro has taken no interest in 
dnternational situation or threat of international comunisn, 
He accepts support of local Communists because it helps him 
politically and in labor. circles. We had most elementary dis- 
cussion of Berlin situation and of Khrushchev visit, in course — 
of which he indicated he had heard Little or nothing on these | 
gubjects and was not much interested. He stated that since ὁ 
‘Cuba could not influence these situations, and he would not- be 
present, for example, when President Eisenhower talks to ἡ 
Khaushchev, why should he give time to these matters? I tried. 
explain significance of support of all peoples éf free world in 
great struggle between freedom and slavery but do not believe 
he was particularly impressed. He did repeat what he had told 
me last March to effect he hoped people of West Berlin would. 
be able choose own fate and not be subject Soviet domination. 


(5) With regard to Chinese Communists and reception here of 
‘Chinese newspapezmen, he appeared totally unable realize 

implications from our point of view cf this situation. He sa 
Chinese newspapermen. had been received with courtesy just as 
newspapermen of any other country would be received. 


(6) Castro's views on matter of communism is of cours¢. str, 
ietluenced by his stated conviction that Cubs Sndar hiso 

ship is breaking new ground in social and economic the 
does not need involve itself unduly in struggle “petwéen - 
which he evidently considers inferior his own, om. 
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(7) With regard anti-American attitudes of officials and party  ~ 
press here, I believe I made some progress. I mentioned Che 
Guevara's statements and Cuban Ambassador to Haiti as recent 
‘flagrant:examples, I hope that he will do something construc- 
tive although he will obviously not engage in any overt rec- 
tifications. 1 endeavored leave no doubt hié:mind importance 
_ US public opinion in connection relations between two govern- 
ments, Γ᾿ . ΝΞ . 
| 
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(8) In discussing Caribbean situation, Castro was evidently 
111 at ease. He spoke of Trujillo's provocations as justifying ~ 
counteractidns3 which he then somewhat confusedly tended to ~ 
imply had been carried out without his consent or authority. 

I got clear impression that he does not, in absence of. further 
provocation from Dominican Republic, intendcoumtenance any more 
expeditions, He did not say this explicitly. In fact, his 
whole handling this subject was confused and uneasy. 
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(9) With regard to American private interests in Cuba, .Castro 

agreed to general proposition thése had made important con- 

‘tributions to country's economy end were entitled to decent 
treatment, He is, however, definitely determined to continue 

_ actfon against many of these companies. I do not believe he 
a will personally handle many of these matters. Also I believe 
practical difficulties of agrarian reform will modify many of . 
his present intentions and dispel many illusions he now holds. 
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(10) With regard to tele hone company, he expressed particular 
hostility. He referred to abusive rates obtained by company 


from Batista 
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geen Batista" aé “tine of neavy Ὁ Veter 
εσθαι ia arch 1937." ΕῸΣ cegcoesed fla 
“eompany Bo policies, © ἃ made ¢ldar to ‘Bie ¢ 
Gerd’ tg teeatment of company ‘sdace satorvencisa, ΝΣ 
᾿Δροσοασαῖ προσ. ξοῤαοθά, Hevegues and iseeneater 
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part of “deal™ "follwing Apbassador-Smich® εἰ 
τ ταν 1957 of treatment of. “Santiago women Ἔν, r 
seemed’ genuinely impressed by” proof 1 sas ἐν ‘giv gery ‘that 
Stine sequende ‘was in“fact reverse σέ. at Fequired ‘eB substan~. | 
_ thate® story, He. stated, however, that Ἀρεὺς ction of 2 bad. ‘been | 
* gigned by Batista goverment . 288: ommenda 
* Beonomy @ouncil and ‘I ef sure -we - 
_Zstressed our ‘bigh ‘eoncept. ΘΕ Mebay, interests | 
perest in Purchase Σ ςταΣ πέπον τ τον Ἐπ 


ὡς "uelp to” le ‘Cuba’ aes a τς gr ΤᾺ count 9. ine 

=. Phey recognized heavy burddns we teers ; 
_, defense but. stated importance of ‘gituation.and aspi 
an peoples: ‘(against whow we. have allegedly. dtecrininated 4 
“Africa and Asia)”: “warranted ‘farther sacrifices on our: 
appeared deeply Eonyinced of Correctness ‘Gell 
is Ἢ Pee 5 : Ἔρος - Ἢ Ἢ 


